DESIGN AFRICA – APPLICATION FORM

Please complete the following if you are interested in participating in the Design Africa program aimed at helping manufacturers of hand-crafted high-end home décor products access international markets.  A limited number of market-ready companies from across Africa will be selected for this program.  The criteria for selection are:

· Small and medium sized African-owned enterprises

· Established manufacturers of home furnishings/decorative products that feature contemporary, innovative design that is inspired by Africa but not overtly touristic or ethnic

· Consistent production quality

· Made with primarily locally sourced and environmentally friendly raw materials

· Feature a high degree of craftsmanship including some handcrafted elements

· Convey a compelling “story” about the designer, producers, or communities responsible for and/or supported by the company and its products

· Commercial reliability (e.g. ability to respond promptly to order inquiries and to deliver orders on time)

· Export marketing readiness (e.g. availability of high resolution product images, price lists, catalogue information, etc.)
· Production capacity (ability to meet market volume requirements and sales growth)

· Export experience (including ability to cost effectively ship goods abroad with appropriate packaging)
In some countries, a product and market development program will be implemented to help a small number of high end home décor manufacturers meet the necessary requirements.  The information gathered will thus also be used to determine future country programs and company selection.

Only companies meeting all or most of the criteria noted above will be contacted for further information and a possible invitation to participate in the program.  Design Africa is a trade development program funded by the South African government (Department of Trade and Industry) and implemented by the South African Textile Export Council (www.satiec.co.za) in partnership with TFO Canada (www.tfocanada.ca).  For further information visit www.designafrica.info. 
	Company Name:
	     

	City/Town:
	     
	Website:
	     

	Country:
	     
	Fax:
	     

	Contact Person:
	     

	Title/Role in Company:
	     

	E-mail:
	     
	Phone/Mobile:
	     


Company Information

Year Established:          
    Structure:    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Private       FORMCHECKBOX 
 Cooperative       FORMCHECKBOX 
 Informal       FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other:      
Employees:

Full-time:        men      women     Part-time/contracted:        men      women

Sales (indicate currency):

Past year (12 months):           Preceding 12 months:           Currency:  FORMCHECKBOX 
$US  FORMCHECKBOX 
Euro  FORMCHECKBOX 
Rand  FORMCHECKBOX 
CFA
Export experience over the past two years:  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes (formal)    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes (to visiting buyers)    FORMCHECKBOX 
 None

If yes to export experience indicate to which countries:

     
If yes to export experience provide at least two customer references:
	Company Name
	Country
	Contact Name
	Title
	E-mail

	     
	          
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     


Product Information

Product Category (indicate all that apply)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Furniture


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Home textiles

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Ceramics

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Flatware


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Baskets


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other; specify:     
Describe how your products are designed (in-house expertise, contracted design support, etc.)

     
     
Describe the work environment, the impact your company has in your community and any other “story” that your company or products convey (please enclose any brochure or other marketing information that describes your company, if not available via a company web site indicated above)
Please describe three of your products (or product lines).  Please provide at least three photos of each product.

Product #1

Product Description

     
Describe the raw materials used (and their origin)
     
Describe how the product is manufactured.  Indicate any unique or traditional skills or techniques used in the manufacture.  Also describe you quality control processes

     
     
Pricing (provide ex-works pricing; a range may be specified for product lines or a price list providing this information may be attached; specify currency if it differs from the one indicated above)

Production Capacity (number of pieced that can be manufactured each month; a range may be specified)
     
Product #2

Product Description

     
Describe the raw materials used (and their origin)
     
Describe how the product is manufactured.  Indicate any unique or traditional skills or techniques used in the manufacture.  Also describe you quality control processes

     
     
Pricing (provide ex-works pricing; a range may be specified for product lines or a price list providing this information may be attached; specify currency if it differs from the one indicated above)

Production Capacity (number of pieced that can be manufactured each month; a range may be specified)
     
Product #3

Product Description

     
Describe the raw materials used (and their origin)
     
Describe how the product is manufactured.  Indicate any unique or traditional skills or techniques used in the manufacture.  Also describe you quality control processes

     
     
Pricing (provide ex-works pricing; a range may be specified for product lines or a price list providing this information may be attached; specify currency if it differs from the one indicated above)

Production Capacity (number of pieced that can be manufactured each month; a range may be specified)
     
